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WHAT IS THE BELT AND ROAD?



FAR-REACHING IMPLICATIONS

Source: MERICS



“THE PROJECT OF THE CENTURY”

Note: SRF: Silk Road Fund; CDB: China Development Bank; China Eximbank: Export-Import Bank of China
Source: Zhou, et al. 2018. 



ENORMOUS OPPORTUNITY FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY

Source: Zhou et al. 2018



CHINA PUSHES FOR AN 
ECOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION

Photo: UN Photo/Loey Felipe

“Green Belt and Road …incorporates eco-
environment protection into all aspects and 
whole process of the Belt and Road”

—Guidelines on Promoting Green Belt and Road



ENERGY INVESTMENTS NOT ALIGNED WITH CLIMATE GOALS

Notes: a: Syndicated loans by the six Chinese banks are total loan amounts of projects in which the six Chinese banks participated. The actual loan contributions by individual banks were not available for 
many of the transactions. The six Chinese banks are China Development Bank, Export-Import Bank of China, Agricultural Bank of China, Bank of China, China Construction Bank, and Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China. b: SRF includes four project investments that disclose investment amounts.
Source: Zhou et al. 2018



VARIOUS TYPES OF FINANCING CAN BE BLENDED

Source: Zhou et al. 2018



VARIOUS TYPES OF FINANCING CAN BE BLENDED

Note: ACWA = Saudi Arabia utility developer ACWA Power; DEWA = Dubai Electricity and Water Authority; CTGC = China Three Gorges 
Corporation; NCB = Saudi Arabia National Commercial Bank, UNB = UAE Union National Bank, FGB= First Gulf Bank.
Source: Zhou et al. 2018



POLICY SIGNAL MATTERS

Source: Zhou et al. 2018



POLICY SIGNAL MATTERS

Source: Zhou et al. 2018



WILL BELT AND ROAD FORUM PRODUCE 
SUSTAINABILITY GUIDELINES?

Image: The Russian Presidential Press and Information Office/Wikimedia Commons
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Download our paper at: 
https://www.wri.org/publication/moving-
green-belt-and-road-initiative-from-words-to-
actions
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